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"Techniques in Organic Chemistry is the most comprehensive and detailed presentation of lab

techniques available written for organic chemistry students. Like no other techniques manual, it

offers specific instructions for 3 different kinds of laboratory glassware (miniscale, standard-taper

microscale, and Williamson microscale) plus extensive coverage of spectroscopic techniques, and a

strong emphasis on safety issues. The techniques manual can be packaged with either version

of"Modern Projects and Experiments in Organic Chemistry or any custom published lab manual, or

may be purchased separately.
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This book was only "recommended" for my organic chemistry lab but it should have been "required."

The regular lab book this accompanies (this particular edition goes with the second edition of the lab

book - the purple one - ISBN: 978-0-7167-3921-0) doesn't teach you how to do things, it just tells

you to do them. It will say something like, "distill the stinky brown stuff that looks like dog s*** [see

Technique 8.4]," and will not tell you anything else about the distillation process. For someone like

your lab instructor, that sounds like a relatively simply process, but for someone just learning these

skills, it sounds mysteriously difficult. The lab techniques book is incredibly, unbelievably, helpful

and should have been a part of the book anyway!This book has more than just techniques, it has all

kinds of information about spectroscopy, chromatography, and a load of information that is

incredibly important to know that just isn't taught elsewhere! This book taught me SO MUCH MORE

than my lab TA or instructor did, and I used what I learned from the book in the lab, in my organic



chemistry lecture class, and I'm currently using it in the research I'm doing. In my opinion, just

reading the lab manual will not give you a complete organic chemistry instruction.Although getting

the correct version is great because the references will line up correctly, it's not entirely necessary,

just fyi. The book is smaller than the lab manual so it's easy to carry around. If you're on the fence

about getting this, I recommend spending the few bucks and getting it, it's more than worth it.

It was a little slow getting to me, but other than that it was great.
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